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Cattaraugus County Fair All Breed Horse Show named ICHA Horse Show of the Year!
JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK (February 2, 2011) – The Cattaraugus County Fair Horse Show in Little Valley, NY was named Horse Show of the Year by the Inter-County Horseman’s Association. 
Inter-County Horseman’s Association is a group dedicated to the development and encouragement of successful horse shows. The Associations annual Awards Banquet was held in Brookfield, Ohio in late January. Showman from throughout the surrounding states joined together for a night of celebration and successes. During the Awards reception, Rita Kidd, of Frewsburg, NY and show manager of the Cattaraugus County Fair All Breed Horse Show was surprised and honored to accept the award for Horse Show of the Year. Rita has volunteered on the planning committee for the Cattaraugus Horse Show for all 26 years the show has existed and has been horse show manager for many of those years.
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Photo Caption: Horse Show Manager Rita Kidd accepts a crystal award for the Cattaraugus County Fair Horse Show recognized as Horse Show of the Year by the Inter-County Horseman’s Association.

This Cattaraugus Horse Show is annually held the last weekend of the Cattaraugus County Fair, as a portion of the fair attractions. It has been and continues to be volunteer managed. Starting as a local fair attraction and developing into a multistate attraction; the All Breed Horse Show has had one common denominator throughout its history, the Kidd family. Over 26 years ago Rita Kidd served on the committee that helped develop a family fun All Breed Show that featured a variety of horse breeds including Tennessee Walking Horses, Arabians, Morgans, and Saddlebreds. Many years later the show continues to highlight these breeds as well as offering classes for registered Quarter Horses, Hackney Ponies and a large selection of Open classes. Today the Kidd family with other dedicated volunteers continue to help the Cattaraugus County Agricultural Society develop a fun and exciting horse show at The Cattaraugus County Fair. One major focus of a fun horse show is providing opportunities for all exhibitors. The Cattaraugus County Fair Horse Show showcases a variety of opportunities for youth and adults alike; offering show high point awards in two youth divisions and one adult division. The All Breed Horse Show also offers a record nine walk-trot classes, for exhibitors under 10 years of age, providing fun and excitement for the whole family. Young exhibitors often return and continue to exhibit as adults, trainers and horse show professionals, bringing new friends, new family and new exhibitors to the show each year
Today this horse show is known by many as a fun and family friendly horse show. Often noted for its welcoming environment and friendly service; the horseshow is no stranger to excellent horseman and horse show officials, as many well known professionals have graced the arena at the Cattaraugus County Fair Horse Show. Professional Horse Show Officials have helped throughout the years make this Horse Show an outstanding event from the accenting Organ tones from Amy Braden and photography of Luv N Images, to the excellent announcements of Terry Corley and the fabulous farrier knowledge of Ed Carls, and previous dedication from legends such as Ernie Beglin, Gerry Kropp and Virginia Paradise. Professional Horseman such as Harry Embree, Buddy Johnson, Bill Smith, Charles Wilson, Todd Trushel, Marsha and Junior Warner, Bud and Michelle Butler and many others have exhibited in the arena at the County Fair. But, at The Cattaraugus County Fair Horse Show everyone is famous. It brings together heroes and new comers, strangers and friends and provides a fair and exciting competition for all exhibitors. 
Referred to by many as the New York Show, the Cattaraugus County Fair all Breed Horse Show continually over-fills the 192 stalls at the Cattaraugus County Fairgrounds and leaves the campgrounds bursting at the seams with laughter and fun. It’s no secret that the weather in Little Valley, NY the first week of August can be unpredictable, and has certainly added its excitement to the All Breed Horse Show. Show comers have survived blazing heat, torrential downpours, flooding and freezing temperatures throughout the years. But year after year the exhibitors return from Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, Michigan and other areas to weather the storms and make memories. And nothing is more unpredictable then showing an animal at the county fair. For a myriad of events occur simultaneously adding to the fun, including amusement rides, demolition derbies, live concerts, helicopters, parades and all the excitement of a county fair. 
The All Breed Horse Show at the Cattaraugus County Fair for many exhibitors has become a staple in their show programming. Families become dedicated to the excitement and continually bring exceptional show horses to exhibit; training barns bring large groups of horses and clients to enjoy the friendly competition and the County Fair excitement. One family for example was recognized in 2008 for four generations of exhibition, Dorothy and Ed Ulp, Bev and Tim Wolford, Linda and Bob Heater, and Conner and Colin Heater- four generations of horse professionals now of Naptime Stables have shown as loyal exhibitors at the Cattaraugus County Fair.

At the Cattaraugus County Fair All Breed Horse Show there is something for everyone to enjoy, just ask anyone who’s been there, they will agree it’s the place to be the first week in August, come early, stay late and make memories. This year’s Cattaraugus County Fair Horse Show is the final weekend of the County Fair; August 5, 6, and 7, 2011; Little Valley, NY. See you at the Fair!
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Photo Caption: Photography Jim Bainey of Luv N Images captures the fun and excitement of the Pairs Class at the Cattaraugus County Fair as friends Vicki Vargo (left) on ‘Little Boy’ and Linda Heater (Right) on ‘Gomar’ laugh their way around the arena during the Cattaraugus County Fair Horse Show.
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